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In an election marked by widespread charges of fraud, illegal voting practices, and disorganization,
the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) apparently selected former Mexico City
mayor Rosario Robles Berlanga to lead the party during the next three years. The final count in the
election, which was held on March 17, showed Robles with a sufficient number of votes to defeat
Sen. Jesus Ortega and four other minor rivals, but enough voting irregularities occurred to force
authorities to repeat the election in a handful states in early May.

Rosario Robles wins but may not be party president
"All we're telling Rosario Robles is that she received a majority of votes on March 17," said PRD
election coordinator Arnoldo Vizcaino. "We are not telling her yet that she is the new president of
the party." Official results show Robles obtained slightly more than 417,000 votes, or just above 50%
of the total number of ballots cast.
Ortega received just over 269,000 votes or about 32% of the total vote. The remaining votes were
divided among the four minor candidates. But some eligible voters were not able to participate in
the election because of disorganization and fraud. Vizcaino said 17% of the polling stations around
the country never opened on election day because the ballots did not arrive.
In some polling stations in Veracruz and Chiapas states, polls did not open because election judges
failed to show up. In one location in Hidalgo state, party militants thought to be Ortega supporters
stormed some polling stations and took off with several hundred blank ballots. "[This election] was a
complete disaster in every respect," said Michoacan Gov. Lazaro Cardenas Batel.
Some analysts said the PRD election was reminiscent of that of the former governing Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) in February. In that election, Roberto Madrazo won in a tight
race over Beatriz Paredes, amid charges of widespread fraud and vote-buying (see SourceMex,
2002-02- 27). "The PRD voting was marked by the same vices and irregularities that characterized
the PRI elections," columnist Francisco Cardenas Cruz wrote in the Mexico City daily newspaper El
Universal.
Vizcaino agreed that the PRD election was not clean, but noted that at least 100 individuals who
engaged in illegal practices would be suspended from the party. "The difference between us and the
PRI is that we're going after the violators," said Vizcaino.
Ortega acknowledged that repeating the election in a few states would not reverse the overall
trend, which would give the presidency to Robles. But the senator said he received a large enough
percentage of the vote under a formula established by the PRD to stake a claim on the secretary©2011 The University of New Mexico,
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general position. Ortega said he did not want to assume the position, but instead proposed that the
PRD select his campaign spokesperson, Deputy Rosario Tapia, his running mate Sen. Raymundo
Cardenas, or another of his collaborators. "I will not take the position because I did not run for
secretary-general," said Ortega.
But Robles challenged Ortega's right to claim the position by pointing out that the senator's
campaign was responsible for a large part of the fraud, particularly in Mexico City, Mexico state, and
Oaxaca, where Ortega obtained much greater support than expected. "They are trying to make us
believe that more than 60,000 PRD members voted (in these states)," said Robles. "We know this was
not the case." Vizcaino said the decision on the secretary-general post would be left to the PRD's
electoral enforcement committee (Comision de Garantias y Vigilancia).
Robles said she would refuse to take office unless the results of the election were "cleaned up."
Ortega responded by calling his rival a "poor sport" for contesting the race in the face of victory.
"It's sad, but Rosario just doesn't know how to win," said Ortega. Ortega has publicly pledged to
remain in the PRD, even though he contends that the Robles faction is attempting to gain full control
of the party and shut out all other groups. But some of Ortega's collaborators are not certain that the
rift can be mended. "If they want to break up the party, we can negotiate a civilized divorce," Tapia
said in an interview with the Mexico City daily newspaper La Cronica de Hoy.
The bad blood between the Robles and the Ortega camps reflects a power struggle between two
major factions of the PRD. Robles represents a segment of the party aligned with PRD founder
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, while Ortega was leader of La Nueva Izquierda, a faction of leftist
intellectuals. Ortega's faction, which squared off against PRD president Amalia Garcia in the 1999
elections, was aligned with Garcia this year.

Some candidates, party officials demand new election
Several party officials, led by PRD council president Javier Hidalgo, have called for the entire
election to be repeated. This demand has also been presented by some of the minor candidates.
"If the PRD wants to have a legitimately elected leader, it must annul the contest," said candidate
Carolina Verduzco Rios, who received about 13,000 votes. This is the second consecutive time the
PRD has botched its leadership elections. In 1999, the party was forced to repeat the vote because of
charges of massive fraud (see SourceMex, 1999-03-24). That election was rescheduled later that year,
with Amalia Medina winning the top leadership post (see SourceMex, 1999-08-04).
Some local PRD organizations, such as the party's Mexico City chapter, demanded the resignation
of the entire national executive committee (Comite Ejecutivo Nacional, CEN) and called for an
independent entity to organize new elections. Columnist Guillermo Correa of the weekly news
magazine Proceso said the PRD has lost so much credibility with these internal elections that the
party could face a "disaster" in the 2003 mid-term congressional races. "Unless the party annuls
these results and immediately implements comprehensive reforms, it is condemned to live in a
permanent internal crisis," said Correa.
The repeat of the election in several states will increase the financial burden on the PRD, which
is already facing a debt of about US$10 million, said the Mexico City English-language daily
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newspaper The News. The debt doubled in the past year because of expensive campaigns in the
Tabasco and Michoacan gubernatorial races. The PRD lost the Tabasco race to the PRI, but won
the Michoacan election (see SourceMex, 2001-08-08, 2001-11-14). The party spent more than US$1.6
million for the March 17 elections, leaving the PRD in a financially vulnerable position going into the
2003 mid-term elections.

Congress proposes campaign-finance reforms
The expensive PRD election comes amid calls in the Mexican Congress for campaign-finance reform
in general elections. In late March, the Senate delegations of the three major parties presented
an initiative for constitutional reforms that would, among other things, reduce the period for
campaigning and lower the amount of public financing available to new political parties. Under the
initiative, the cost of the 2003 congressional elections would be reduced to about 1.3 billion pesos,
compared with the 4.9 billion pesos (US$542 million) projected under the previous formula. That
amount, said some senators, is twice as high as the public funds spent on the 2000 presidential
election.
As expected, the initiative met strong protests from the minor parties. Sen. Guillermo Herrera of
the Partido Convergencia para la Democracia (PCD) said the bill is simply an effort by the PRI,
PRD, and the center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) to consolidate their power in Congress.
He especially objected to the change in the formula that cuts the amount of funds distributed to all
parties to 20% from 30%, while increasing to 80% the pool of funds allocated to parties based on the
percentage of the vote received in the election. "It is unjust for the government to reduce the budget
for emerging parties when the money that is being saved is being reassigned to the three major
parties," said Sen. Herrera. [Note: Peso-dollar conversions in this article are based on the Interbank
rate in effect on April 3, reported at 9.04 pesos per US$1.00] (Sources: Notimex, 03/20/02; Associated
Press, 03/17/02, 03/19/02, 03/25/02; CNI en Linea, 03/17/02, 03/18/02, 03/25/02; Reuters, 03/20/02,
03/25/02; Unomasuno, Novedades, 03/26/02; Revista Proceso, 03/17/02, 03/31/02; El Universal,
03/18/02, 03/19/02, 03/21-23/02, 03/25/02, 04/01/02; Reforma, 03/18/02, 03/19/02, 03/21-23/02, 03/25/02,
03/26/02, 03/28/02, 04/01/02; The News, 03/18/02, 03/20/02, 03/26/02, 03/30/02, 04/02/02; La Jornada,
03/18-23/02, 03/25/02, 03/26/02, 03/28/02, 04/01/02, 04/02/02; Agencia de Noticias Proceso, 03/15/02,
03/20/02, 03/22/02, 04/01/02, 04/02/02; El Financiero, 03/18/02, 04/03/02; Milenio Diario, 03/18-22/02,
03/25/02, 03/26/02, 04/03/02; La Cronica de Hoy, 03/18-22/02, 03/25/02, 03/26/02, 04/01-03/02)
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